The determination of the heparin neutralising capacity of protamine using acridine orange fluorescence.
A new method to estimate the heparin neutralising capacity of protamine has been investigated. The technique has been applied to two commercial heparin preparations tested against the W.H.O. 1st International Reference preparation of protamine. The technique is based on the fluorescence of acridine orange dye and the selective binding of heparin with protamine. A titration procedure has been devised and the two variations of the assay are compared and evaluated. The titration is rapid, accurate and convenient.